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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species I in the reply filed on June 12, 
2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Cyr (6,206,567). Cyr discloses a portable container for holding office products and 
documents, the portable container comprising: a rigid structural portion (Container 10) 
capable of holding hanging folders In cascading configuration; and a cover portion 
(closure flap 26) attached to the rigid structural portion; a shoulder strap (12) that is 
secured to the rigid structural portion; and the cover portion including an upper panel 
(top 34) that may be opened to provide access to file folders disposed within the 
container. See Figures 1-4 embodiments. 

4. Claims 1 , 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Strong (5,873,730) Strong discloses a portable container for holding office products and 
documents, the portable container comprising: a rigid structural portion (bag body 12) 
capable of holding hanging folders in cascading configuration; and a cover portion 
(closure flap 32) attached to the rigid structural portion; a shoulder strap (44) that is 
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secured to the cover portion which passes through at least one aperture in the cover 
portion. See Figures 1-4 embodiments. 

5. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Everts 
(4,717,215). Everts discloses a portable container for holding office products and 
documents, the portable container comprising: a rigid structural portion (box 10) capable 
of holding hanging folders in cascading configuration; and a cover portion (cover 70) 
attached to the rigid structural portion by at least one rod member (64). See Figures 7 
and 8 embodiments. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Everts 
(4,717,215). With respect to claim 3 whether the attachment means is flexible straps or 
any other art recognized equivalent is an obvious matter of choice, such as to require 
less manual dexterity to operate. 

8. Claims 3, 7-8 and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Everts (4,717,215) in view of Fox et al. (5,779,331). Everts discloses 
a portable container for holding office products and documents, the portable container 
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comprising: a rigid structural portion capable of holding hanging folders; and a cover 
portion attached to the rigid structural portion by at least one rod member. See Figures 
7 and 8 embodiments. Everts does not appear to disclose the rigid structural portion 
including file folder hanging surfaces having variable heights so that file folders hanging 
from the rigid structural portion are arranged In a cascading manner. Fox discloses a 
portable container where a rigid structural portion includes file folder hanging surfaces 
having variable heights so that file folders hanging from the rigid structural portion are 
arranged in a cascading manner for better visibility and accessibility of files. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the rigid structural portion of Everts with file folder hanging 
surfaces having variable heights as taught by Fox so that file folders hanging from the 
rigid structural portion are arranged in a cascading manner for better visibility and 
accessibility of files. 

With respect to claims 15-17 and 20, Official Notice is taken that it is old and 
conventional to provide a removable insert for providing hanging surfaces for hanging 
file folders of more than one size. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the Official Notice 
to provide removable insert to the hanging surfaces of Everts for hanging file folders of 
more than one size. 

9. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
above references as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lodge et al. 
(5,687,819). Everts as described above discloses all the limitations of the claims except 
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for the portable container including a storage caddy having pockets for holding items 
such as pens. Lodge discloses a portable container with a storage caddy having 
pockets for holding Items such as pens so that articles can be organized and easily 
accessible. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide a storage caddy to the portable container of 
Everts as taught by Lodge for holding items such as pens in an organized fashion. For 
easier accessibility. 

With respect to claims 10 and 1 1 , note the web portions (panels 2 and 4) for 
supporting the storage caddy. 

With respect to claims 12-13, Official Notice is taken that it is old and 
conventional to provide cardboard stifFeners in storage caddies for better retaining it's 
shape. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made in view of the Official Notice to provide cardboard stlffener 
to the storage caddy of Everts for better maintaining its shape. 

With respect to claim 14, Official Notice is taken that it is old and conventional to 
provide cushioning to storage caddies for better protecting the items held therein. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made in view of the Official Notice to provide cushioning to the storage 
caddy of Everts for better protecting the items held therein. 
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Conclusion 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are portable containers analogous to applicant's instant 
invention. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jila M. Mohandesi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4558. The examiner can nomnally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00 (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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